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A so-called votary of non-violence will not stay in a village
which is visited by a leopard everyday. He will run away and,
when someone has killed the leopard, will return to take charge
of his hearth and home. This is not non-violence. This is a
coward's violence. The man who has killed the leopard has at
least given proof of some bravery. The man who takes advant-
age of the killing is a coward. He can never expect to know
true non-violence.
In life it is impossible to eschew violence completely. The
question arises, where is one to draw the line ? The line cannot
be the same for everyone. Although essentially the principle is
the same, yet everyone applies it in his or her own way. What
is one man's food can be another's poison. Meat-eating is a sin
for me. Yet, for another person, who has always lived on meat
and never seen anything wrong in it, to give it up simply In
order to copy me will be a sin.
If I wish to be an agriculturist and stay in the jungle, I will
have to use the minimum unavoidable violence in order to pro-
tect my fields. I will have to kill monkeys,'birds and insects
which eat up my crops. If I do not wish to do so myself, I will
have to engage someone to do it for me. There is not much
difference between the two. To allow crops to be eaten up by
animals in the name of ahimsa while there is a famine in the
land is certainly a sin. Evil and good are relative terms. What
is good under certain conditions can become an evil or a sin
under a different set of conditions.
Man is not to drown himself in the well of shastras but he
is to dive in their broad ocean and bring out pearls. At every
step.he has to use his discrimination as to what is ahimsa and
what is himsa. In this there is no room for shame or cowardice.
The poet has said that the road leading up to God is for the
brave, never for the cowardly.
Finally, Raichandbhai's advice to me was that if I had
courage, if I wanted to see God face to face, I should let myself
be bitten by a snake instead of, killing it. I have never killed a
snake before or after receiving that letter. That is no matter
of credit for me. My ideal is to be able to play with snakes and
scorpions fearlessly. But it is merely a wish so far. Whether and
when it will be realized I do not know. Everywhere I have let
my people kill both. I could have prevented them if I had